
 
 

Group Statement on Necessary Steps for a Successful 2015 Review 

Conference of the Non-Proliferation Treaty  

Context 

States-parties to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) are currently meeting in 

New York for the third and final meeting of the Preparatory Committee for the 2015 NPT 

Review Conference. It is unlikely that states-parties will use the meeting to negotiate 

substantive recommendations for the review conference itself but the preparatory 

meeting is nevertheless an important opportunity to assess the condition of the regime 

as the NPT approaches the 45th anniversary of its entry into force. 

At this stage, the prospects for the 2015 Review Conference do not look good. A number 

of initiatives relevant to success are either stalled or deeply contentious. In particular: 

 Despite recent meetings in Glion between Egypt, several other Arab states and 

Israel, no date for a conference on establishing a zone free of weapons of mass 

destruction and their means of delivery in the Middle East has been set, despite a 

commitment at the 2010 Review Conference of the NPT to hold such a 

conference by 2012; 

 An ongoing process of dialogue among the P-5 states recognised as Nuclear 

Weapons States under the NPT has been conducted with minimal transparency 

and has produced few tangible results with regard to disarmament; 

 A new initiative on the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons has grown 

enormously in popularity since the 2012 NPT Preparatory Committee but P-5 

states have refused to participate in it. It has since therefore become a deeply 

divisive issue among NPT states-parties and this division is damaging the 

diplomatic atmosphere; 

 Although we recognise and welcome the energy and commitment of Lassina 

Zerbo, the Executive Secretary of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 



Organization, there has been little or no new progress in recent years on 

ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty; 

 Possible talks on a Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty remain stalled in the 

Conference on Disarmament; 

 Western countries’ desire to see the Additional Protocol become a requirement 

for all NPT non-nuclear weapon states remains unfulfilled. This is unlikely to 

change and will continue to be resisted by states such as Egypt and Brazil until 

greater progress is made on both disarmament and the WMD Free Zone in the 

Middle East; 

 All of the world’s nuclear armed states are continuing to modernise their arsenals 

and to signal their reliance on nuclear weapons for security for decades to come. 

In addition: 

 Although an interim deal has been reached with Iran on its nuclear programme 

and this deal is welcome, a number of major obstacles stand in the way of a 

comprehensive settlement. If the talks eventually break down, the result may be 

a further weakening of confidence in the NPT as the most effective tool for 

preventing proliferation; 

 North Korea continues with its break-out from the disciplines of the non-

proliferation regime; 

 And the ongoing crisis in Ukraine presents challenges that may poison the 

atmosphere at the Preparatory Committee meeting in New York, rendering it 

ineffective. Increased tension in Europe may also strengthen the hand of those 

on the continent who wish to argue that nuclear weapons are essential to 

national security. As a result, the prospects for changes in NATO nuclear policy 

and for national security doctrines around the world to rely less on nuclear 

weapons are reducing, at least in the short term. 

Necessary Steps 

In this context, we believe a number of steps are necessary and urgent. As signatories of 

this statement, we call for states-parties to the NPT to progress all elements of the 

agreed 2010 Action Plan and for all to use the PrepCom meeting in New York to re-

commit to the actions necessary to ensure a successful review conference in 2015. More 

specifically, we call for: 

 Russia, the United States and the U.K., as the three NPT depositary states, to 

issue a statement jointly with the U.N Secretary-General, confirming that all will 

work energetically, and together for a conference on a WMD Free Zone in the 

Middle East to take place ahead of the 2015 review conference; 



  The P-5 to agree to be progressively more transparent about the contents of the 

ongoing dialogue within the group and to use the next 12 months to demonstrate 

a greater individual and collective commitment to the goal of disarmament; 

 The P-5 to agree to participate in and help shape the agenda for the third 

planned conference on the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons, scheduled 

to take place in Austria later this year. This initiative rightly understands that any 

nuclear weapons use would affect nuclear and non-nuclear weapons states alike 

and that the effort to manage, reduce and eventually eliminate nuclear risks 

must be a joint enterprise; 

 All states that have not signed or ratified the CTBT to do so immediately, 

especially the eight Annex 2 States whose signature or ratification is required to 

bring the Treaty into force, namely the US, China, Egypt, Iran, India, Pakistan, 

Israel and the DPRK; 

 All states-parties to welcome the work of the UN General Assembly-mandated 

working group on a Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty; to urge Pakistan to allow 

substantive work on that treaty to begin in the Conference on Disarmament; and 

to make clear an intention to work for such a treaty outside of the Conference on 

Disarmament if consensus in the latter cannot be agreed soon.  

In addition, we urge: 

 the P-5 +1 group to continue working together on Iran, despite the tensions 

within the group which exist as a result of the crisis in Ukraine; 

 Iran itself to continue to negotiate in good faith and to take the necessary steps 

to re-assure the international community on the nature of its nuclear activities; 

 The United States and Russia, as the world’s leading nuclear weapons states, to 

reiterate their willingness to maintain a nuclear arms control and disarmament 

dialogue despite the current tensions in their relationship. This dialogue should 

include a focus on reducing the role of nuclear weapons in security arrangements 

in the Euro-Atlantic area. 

 

While this may seem idealistic in current circumstances, we remind everyone 

that arms control agreements were reached and implemented even during the 

Cold War and the pursuit of such agreements, building on the success of New 

START, remains essential today. 

Without measures such as those called for above, there is a significant chance that the 

2015 Review Conference of the NPT will fail and efforts at both disarmament and more 

effective non-proliferation will be seriously damaged as a result. The world must act to 

avoid that outcome. 
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