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As world leaders prepare to meet this month at the United Nations in New York, we call on
them to take urgent steps to reduce the risks of nuclear confrontation. We join a growing
number of international leaders in raising the alarm over new nuclear dangers.

Last month we witnessed the end of the landmark US-Russia Intermediate Nuclear Forces
Treaty (INF). Today, there are grave doubts over the future of the only remaining agreement
that limits and regulates Washington and Moscow’s strategic nuclear weapons, the New
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START). And new challenges confront the Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT).

Stability is eroding and risks are rising. North Korea has grown its nuclear weapon stockpile,
tests missiles, and continues to feel threatened. The fate of inter-Korean and US-DPRK
dialogue remains uncertain. Tensions are flaring between nuclear rivals India and Pakistan.
And, following Washington'’s unilateral breach and resumed sanctions, Iran may walk away
from the nuclear deal that constrains its ability to develop nuclear weapons.

Moreover, new military technologies threaten to destabilise global and regional nuclear
confrontations. These technologies are rapidly evolving and entirely uncontrolled.

The risks of nuclear accident, misjudgement or miscalculation have not been higher since
the Cuban Missile Crisis. Complacency should not be an option. It is not only European
security at stake.

Simply coercing an adversary will not restore stability. Politically unrealistic appeals for
transformed behaviour will not build trust. An accelerating arms race makes both trust and
safer behaviours harder to achieve.

It is possible to negotiate with adversaries without condoning unacceptable behaviour.
Leaders must relearn the skills of past decades in finding ways to reduce shared nuclear
risks in the absence of wider trust.

For their national and common interests, we urge leaders at the United Nations General
Assembly to launch a new, shared project to reduce nuclear risks. This is all the more urgent
as we approach the May 2020 Review Conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT), which for 50 years has served as the foundation of the world’s nuclear regime.

We recommend that:

* Russian and US governments should comply with existing commitments, maintain
existing tools, and develop new approaches to deal with a more complex future. This
includes the continuation of the INF Treaty’s core objectives (mutual nuclear restraint
in Europe and no deployment of intermediate range delivery systems),
implementation and extension of New START (with provisions for transparency), and



intensification of existing talks on strategic stability to reduce the risks of
miscommunication and miscalculation.

* Moscow and Washington acknowledge their special responsibilities as the states
with the largest nuclear arsenals and, through their resumed strategic stability talks,
consider new constraints on nuclear competition and measures to preserve nuclear
stability.

» US-Russia talks should focus on the classes and postures of nuclear weapons and
delivery systems - strategic and non-strategic, deployed and non-deployed - and of
technologies with potential strategic nuclear effect that are particularly dangerous or
destabilising.

+ Governments across the Euro-Atlantic region, home to over 90% of the world’s
nuclear weapons and four nuclear weapon states, should step up engagement and
develop concrete proposals to reduce nuclear risks. The deteriorating relationship
between Russia and the West and breakdown of nuclear arms control fundamentally
affects European security.

* China and other nuclear weapons states should promote work on strategic stability.
Multilateral efforts should be made to find effective mechanisms to engage nuclear-
armed states not party to the Non-Proliferation Treaty.

* World leaders should accept that:

o nuclear stability will become so entwined with new technologies that states
must collaborate if nuclear risks are to be reduced. The potential for
disruption by non-state actors is unacceptably high;

o rising complexity is neither a justification for discarding arms control
arrangements nor an excuse for inaction in agreeing new measures;

o thereturn to great power competition makes multilateral engagement on
nuclear stability, transparency, and predictability more essential.

Only through cooperation on existential common interests can we build trust and stability.
These shared interests demand a renewed commitment to collective nuclear diplomacy.
Euro-Atlantic and global security depends on it.
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69. Dr Dmitri Trenin, Director of the Carnegie Moscow Center
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91. Sir Tony Brenton KCMG, Former Ambassador to Russia

92. The Rt Hon. Lord Browne of Ladyton (Des Browne), former Defence Secretary,
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